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according to European standards, she was beautiful. Gauguin
was able to study fully at last the particular character of the
Kanaka face with its enigmatic smile that was for him so full
of charm* He had brought many photographs of paintings
with him from France and had decorated the walls of his hut
with them. One day he persuaded the girl to come into his hut
to see them. She seemed particularly interested in the photo-
graph of Manet's "Olympia" and Gauguin asked her what
she thought of it*
"She is very lovely/' the girl replied. Gauguin was moved to
think that in Oceania there was more appreciation for the
picture than in the whole of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts. Then
the girl asked: "Is she your wife?" to which Gauguin answered
that she was. It amused him, having lied, to think of himself as
the tan/, the husband of Olympia. While she was looking
attentively at other photographs and particularly at those of
Italian Primitives that he had with him, he tried to sketch her.
But she appeared almost angry and with an irritated "No!" she
left him* An hour later she returned in a new dress and
wearing a fresh flower behind her ear.
Gauguin painted her hurriedly, fearing that she might not
stay long enough for him to finish the portrait* Her mouth
seemed to express every shade of pleasure and suffering while
her forehead, with its over-heightened lines, recalled to him
Poe's statement that there could be no perfect beauty without
a certain misproportion of the features. The portrait was
finished and, now that he had made a beginning, he was able to
find other models with greater ease. But he began also to suffer
from a loneliness that resulted in his writing to Tiri to ask
her to join him. He was diffident before these country girls
and women who expected to be taken rather than that they
should have to offer themselves* Also, many of them were
reported to be ill*
Tiri came, but her visit only lasted a few weeks* She was so
completely out of her element in the country that Gauguin
became bored with her and preferred to send her back to
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